The Cross
Today is a day of death.

The death of Christ –

The death of sin –

The death of our slavery to sin and Satan–

On this day, every sin –
Every crime –

Every cruel act –

Or word –

Or deed –

Every bitter thought and every resentful comment conceived by you or me –

Or by any person on this earth

At any time or place

Through the years

And centuries

And millennia

All of these sins came upon the suffering body of Christ as he hung on a cross outside the walls of Jerusalem 

On the cross he suffered.

“He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.”
This happened so that we might live.
And so, today is a day of life.

On the cross, life and death come together for on the cross one leads to the other. 

Today is a day of love.

Self-giving love

Devoted love

Faithful love

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."

This is love that transforms you and me.

It is love that saves you and me, and the entire world.

However, today is not a day to celebrate. 

It is not a time for rejoicing.

It is not a time for dancing.

For on this day we are still standing before the cross. 

This is the cross upon which the beaten body of Christ was hung.

The body that suffered for you and me and the sins we commit.

On this day we stand before the cross upon which our Christ died for the lies we have said and the resentful ways in which we have lived, and the unfaithfulness of our hearts, minds, and actions.
Today is not a day to celebrate. Instead, it is a day to stand in humble awe before the cross upon which life and death came together. 

The cross upon which love was given –

 The cross upon which Satan was defeated –

There will be a time to celebrate.
When the light of Easter morning dawns –

When the tomb is opened and empty –

Then we will celebrate the light and wonder

The joy and peace

The life and resurrection

However, before we can come to that day of light and resurrection, we have today, which is an answer to yesterday and a promise for tomorrow.
Long ago, sin began at the foot of a tree. Adam and Eve ate of the fruit and sin entered the human heart. Sin divided us from God. It divided us from each other. 

It divided Adam from Eve and Eve from Adam. 
It divided Adam and Eve from the Garden. 
It divided Cain from Abel. 
It divided the human heart from what is good and true and holy.

However, one day in Nazareth, Mary conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit. Nine months later, in a stable in Bethlehem, she gave birth to a son. She wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger.
Over time, Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and men. When he was an adult, he was baptized in the Jordan. He was tempted by Satan. He went about the countryside teaching in the fields and synagogues, on the shores, and in homes. As he taught the division between people and God, and each other became more and more visible.
Some people loved Jesus. Other people hated him. However, in the end, they abandoned him, and he hung alone on the cross – rejected, forsaken, and mocked. 

The sky grew dark. Then, when Jesus died, when he had breathed his last, the curtain in the temple was torn in two. No longer was there division between God and people.

As sin began at the foot of the tree, so now, we stand at the foot of the cross where sin has been defeated.

We stand at the foot of the cross waiting for Easter. 
A time will come to celebrate when the light of Easter dawns. A time will come to celebrate when Jesus returns,, the trumpet will sound and all the dead in Christ will rise as Jesus did on Easter morning.

We wait for the light of Easter. We will celebrate on that day.

However, for now – for today, we stand at the cross in awe and wonder and humility. He died that we might live. He suffered that we might be made whole. He went to the cross to break the power of sin and Satan. We are no longer divided, we are one in Christ. 

This we believe.

This we confess.

It is the ground of our faith. 

It is the truth upon which we stand waiting for the light of Easter and the dawn of resurrection.
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